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82 The Old Testament Student. 

Character of Isaiah. — Isaiah was self-evidently a man endowed with 
the noblest genius, with an inexhaustible wealth and brilliancy of imagination 
and fertility of thought. He had inherited the spirit and traditions of the 
Hebrew people in his life-blood. He was familiar with the events of Israel's past 
history, as is shown by his frequent allusions to such events as the calling of 
Abraham, the destruction of Sodom, the marching of Israel out of Egypt, the 
stretching oiit of Moses's rod over the sea, the discomfiture of the Canaanites in 
the valley of Gibeon, the cloud by day and the fire by night, etc. ; and still more 
deeply was his spirit impregnated with the spirit of the nation, as called and 
inspired by God to be the people of righteousness, bearing the treasures of truth 
and salvation for the world. He shows himself accurately informed in the 
geography and politics of the countries around Palestine, even of Egypt and 
Assyria. His rich and vivid imagery shows wonderful familiarity with the 
scenery and flora and fauna of his own land. He was versed in the literature of 
the poets and prophets before him, as many quotations testify. But he did not 
derive his inspiration at second hand; his spirit had taken fire by personal contact 
with the Eternal Spirit of truth and righteousness, and burned with a perennial 
glow. No doubt he had vexed his righteous soul with the corruptions of his 
people even before, about the age of twenty, the death of Uzziah prompted his 
visit to the temple, where he saw, in a trance of meditation, the vision of God in 
the midst of the chanting seraphim, where, in the vision of the Thrice-Holy, the 
cry buret from his awed soul, "Woe is unto me! for I am undone. For I am a 
man of unclean lips, and I dwell in the midst of a people of unclean lips!'' and 
his lips were touched with Are for his purification; where, in answer to the call, 
'^' Whom shall we send and who will go for us?" he had volunteered the answer, 
■"Here am I, send me." From that hour he became the seer and mouthpiece of 
the Holy One, "filling the whole earth with his glory," and filling his own soul 
with its vXijpufia full and overflowing. One is impressed in reading him with the 
burning intensity of his sense of God's holy presence in him, and of his solemn 
•charge as the bearer of the divine messages. His soul, in every faculty and feel- 
ing, quivers with thrills of spiritual life, and his words tingle with it. His 
thoughts become lightning-flashes of the celestial fire; his oracles thunder-peals 
of the voice of eternal righteousness. His own person, his marriage with the 
prophetess, the birth of his children and their symbolic names, become object- 
lessons of his prophetic utterances, as he says, " Behold I and the children which 
the Lord hath given me are for signs and portents from the Lord of Hosts who 
dwelleth in Zion." — From Iknining''s Becent Researches in Isaiah. The Independent. 



Chaldean Imprecations. [Among the Chaldeans] the formulae of imprecations 
were really terrible. They called upon all the gods of heaven and of the abyss to 
display their power by overwhelming with misfortunes the person against whom 
they were directed. I shall quote as an example those upon the celebrated monu- 
ment of our national library, which is known by the name of Caillou Michaux, 
after the traveler who brought it from the suburbs of Bagdad. It is an ovoid 
boulder of black basalt, fifty centimetres high, upon the lower part of which are 
sculptured some sacred symbols; the rest of the stone is covered with a long 
inscription in the Assyrian tongue, containing the law concerning landed property 
as a dowry for a woman on her marriage, and giving the whole measurement of 
the land to which the stone served as a boundary. After the copy of the act pas- 



